ST ANDREW’S CHURCH

TEMPTATION
'Jesus was...tempted by the devil.' Matthew 4:1
The Bible says, 'Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil.' Notice who led Jesus there: God! You're in
training for your destiny, and a good trainer has one thing in mindturning flab into muscle. So he takes you into the gym and increases the weights until you break a sweat and start thinking, 'I
don't know how much more
of this I can take'. But God
does. It's only when you look
back that you realise you're
handling situations today you
couldn't have handled a year
ago. Sometimes old temptations will return with a vengeance. They'll hound you until
you think you need some new, novel, quick-fix strategy. Like the
Israelites at the Red Sea, just when they thought they were finally
free from a life of slavery, here comes Pharaoh. At that point they
cried out to God in fear, saying, 'It would have been better for us to
serve the Egyptians...' (Exodus 14:12). 'Then the Lord said to
Moses, "Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the Israelites to move
on. Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water"' (vv. 15-16). God used Moses' rod-again! Victory
over the Egyptians didn't come from discovering something new; it
came from using what God had already given them. You have the
power inside you today to overcome the temptation you're facing
right now. You just need to tap into it. Paul said, 'Now to Him who
is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works in us' (Ephesians 3:20).
'Each one is tempted' James 1:14
Ignorance of Scripture is one of the greatest weapons satan has
against you. Three times he tempted Jesus, and he used Scripture
to do it! But he didn't prevail because Jesus knew what God's Word
says-and doesn't say. We're vulnerable to satan's attacks when we
know only snippets of Scripture and favourite passages instead of
'...the whole counsel of God' (Acts 20:27). Paul writes, 'All Scripture
is God-breathed and is useful
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work' (2 Timothy
3:16-17). We get into trouble
when we wrench a Scripture
out of context, and make it a
pretext for claiming something
God never promised. Or if He
did, we fail to read the fine
print that spells out His terms and conditions. Paul commended the
Thessalonians: '...when you received the Word of God...from us,
you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the
Word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe' (1
Thessalonians 2:13). Notice the order here: God's Word must first
work in you before it works for you! We like to quote such Scriptures as '...whatever he does shall prosper' (Psalms1:3), but you
must take into account the preceding verses: 'Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path
of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; but his delight is in
the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night' (vv.
1-2). If you want God's blessing, you must meet His conditions.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, SUE!

Last Sunday evening we enjoyed a lovely time of fellowship following our Evening
Prayer service in celebration of
Sue Barr’s 70th birthday. Here
she is amongst her church
friends and cutting her lovely
cake. Sue has been part of St
Andrew’s since the loss of her
husband (Jim) thirteen years
ago and is involved with the
Bentley West Ladies, a Church
Cleaner, on Church Council and
always throws herself enthusiastically into all of the special
musical events like the Rock
and our Christmas Cantatas.
Sue attends our Sunday Evening
Prayer service, every week.

SUNDAY SERVICES
10am ~ Morning Service
11:30am ~ Family Praise
6pm ~ Evening Prayer
Holy Communion 1st am & 3rd pm Services

Mid-week activities:

 MONDAYS 10am to 1pm
 TUESDAYS
9:30am

COFFEE & CHAT—FREE

St Andrew’s

The Coffee & Chat Shop will be
open for business as usual tomorrow and every Monday.
Come and enjoy a chat and a
specialised coffee or the best
Bishop’s Brew in Bentley! Toast
is always available with jam or
marmalade or just butter.

Open

Numbers per week are averaging
at over 30 at the moment.
This is a free community project
compliments of St Andrew’s
Church and you will, as always,
be made very welcome. See ya!

10am to 1pm
7:00pm
 WEDNESDAYS 7:30am
12:30pm
2:00pm
7:00pm
 THURSDAYS 11:00am
10am to 1pm
 SATURDAYS 10:00am

Coffee & Chat
Bentley West Ladies Group
Bishop in Denom. Office
Bible Study - Church House
Prayer Group
Luncheon Club
Friendship Club
Youth Club
Holy Communion
Bishop in Denom. Office
Saturday Workshop

HOME MISSION PROJECT 2014

PLEASE CONTINUE TO GIVE GENEROUSLY
HELP US REACH EVEN MORE PEOPLE IN NEED.
THIS PROJECT WILL CONTINUE THROUGHOUT 2014.

LESSONS LOG
10th August—Psalm 105:1-6,16-22,45b or 85:8-13
Genesis 37:1-4,12-28 or ! Kings 19:9-18
Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33
am & pm Bishop
17th August—Psalm 133 or 67; Genesis 45:1-15
Isaiah 56:1,6-8; Romans 11:1-2a,2932; Matthew 15:21-28
am Mark; pm P-Paul, L Bishop (HC)

WEEKLY PRAYER UPDATE

 Lord, we pray for Pamela, Chrissie, and great grandson Finley.
 Lord, we put the following friends and congregation into your





















hands: Mary, Julie, Jean, Hilary, Pam and Elizabeth.
We bring Betty & Colin before you, Lord. Keep them safe.
Lord, thank you that Arline is keeping much better.
Please pray for Iris and Alan with Alan’s deteriorating health.
Thank you, Lord, Dan’s Nan, Dot, is much better. May it continue.
Pray for Audrey who battles on with her mobility difficulties.
Lord, we pray for Carole that she improves following an operation.
Pray for Doris who continues to suffer with her sciatica.
Thank you, Lord, for the worship team of Nigel, Colin, Paul and
Mark who look after all the services while Bishop Paul is away.
Bishop Paul was at Emmanuel Church, Alum Rock, last Sunday for
a Confirmation service of three candidates (see photos).
Pray for Jean’s husband, Al as he continues to battle against cancer. Lord, help Jean not to worry too much. Pray for them both.
Continue to pray for Doreen and Jimmy’s Ukrainian family.
Pray for Steph. She had her double mastectomy on Wednesday
and Peter reports that she has coped very well. Please continue to
pray for Steph. She will now have to face a period of Radiotherapy.
Steph is thankful for all the prayer warriors we have in church.
Pray for John Haynes as he has been quite poorly again and had
another week in hospital. Everything is fine with his heart, but an
infection has caused other problems. John is thankful for the support he has had from Mark over recent weeks and sends his love to
everyone at St Andrew’s and St Jude’s. Thank you for your prayers.
Pray for Kate, a relative of John Haynes, who has been told she
has to fight against cancer for the fourth time. Remember too,
Phil, her husband.
Pray for Colin Hunter’s nephew, Christopher, who is finding things
rather stressful at the moment. He is coping well at the moment.
Give thanks Chris has a holiday to look forward to.
Pray for the Revd Robert Leone and his ministry to the ‘ex-pats’ in
Poitou Charentes, Western France. He leaves England to set up a
permanent home in France in a few weeks time. Please pray for
the congregation at Christ Church, Broadstairs and their minister,
the Revd Alan Harvey who is 89 years old. He will particularly miss
Robert and Sarah’s support.
Please continue to pray for Daniel Choe, Grace and all the members at Emmanuel Church.
Pray for Thelma who has not been too well recently and pray for
Brian too.
Continue to pray for Lewis Robinson, who is the grandson of
June’s sister, Janet, following treatment in hospital for Crohn's
disease. It was good to see him at our recent Summer Fayre. He
looks much better now that he’s eating more.

BE A PRAYER WARRIOR!

Do you feel you have a burning desire to offer God something,
but because of infirmity or age or distance, doing things is difficult? Then why not join our growing number of Prayer Warriors. All you have to do
is pray for all those
mentioned above and
your own family and
friends every day. Let
Bishop Paul know you
are doing this and just
watch the results!

DAN’S WEEKEND AWAY

Just in case you wondered what Daniel was getting up to last weekend
then just look closely at the photo below. He and the Revd Robert were
busy flying around the countryside in what I think is an old Ford Anglia.

He preached at Christ Church, Harlesden last Sunday and then went to
visit the Harry Potter experience at the Warner Bros. Studios in London. Robert is a particular fan of Harry Potter and Dan gave him just
the opportunity to revisit that he needed.
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When Christians talk about the Harry Potter books by J.K. Rowling, it’s
most often to complain about them - for example, their use of magic. A
few Christians, though, argue that the Harry Potter books are not only
compatible with Christianity, but in fact contain implicit Christian messages. They compare Rowling’s books with the Narnia series by C.S.
Lewis or the books by Tolkein, all works imbued with Christian themes
to one degree or another.

WEEKLY
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An allegory is a fictional story in which the characters or events are
used in place of other figures or events. The two groups are connected
by suggestive resemblances, and therefore an allegory is often described as an extended metaphor. C.S. Lewis’ Narnia series is an obvious Christian allegory: the lion Aslan offers himself to be killed in place
of a boy sentenced to death for his crimes, but rises again the following
day to lead the forces of good in their defeat of evil.

EIGHTH SUNDAY
AFTER TRINITY

The question, then, is whether the Harry Potter books are also a Christian allegory. Did J.K. Rowling write the stories such that characters and
events are supposed to suggest some of the characters and events
central to Christian mythology? Most conservative Christians would
reject this notion and even many moderate and liberal Christians
probably wouldn’t think it likely, even if they see the Harry Potter
books as compatible with Christianity.
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A few, though, are convinced that the Harry Potter books are more
than compatible with Christianity; instead, they metaphorically present
a Christian worldview, Christian message, and Christian beliefs. By communicating Christianity indirectly, the books can both help current
Christians reinforce their beliefs and perhaps lead non-Christians to
Christianity by laying the groundwork for acceptance of Christian doctrines. But, what do you think?
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