SIGNS OF SPRING?

OUR ‘LESS MEANS MORE’
PROJECT 2017/18

Some parts of the church gardens are showing signs of life
with an abundance of Spring
flowers pocking through the
soil. The cherry tree in the
front garden however is not
beginning to bud yet, but with
the heavy frosts we are experi-

Walsall’s Winter
Homeless Shelter

Our annual Less Means
More project was focused
this year on Walsall’s Winter Homeless Appeal. What
a fantastic amount we
raised. Thank you to everyone who donated towards this project to assist in the purchase of
bedding and other equipment urgently needed for the homeless
of Walsall. The shelter opened last November but is way and
above over subscribed due to the very cold weather. The accommodation can have more beds
than the present 26 - up to 50,
also many beds are broken and
needed replacing. Hearts have
been touched and your generosity
has not been found wanting. Well
done everyone. If you still want to
donate to this project then please
give your donation to Bishop Paul
or Revd Mark and we will make
sure it makes a difference to the
homeless of Walsall.
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SUNDAY SERVICES

encing, that’s probably a good
thing. After the hard pruning
(which was desperately
needed) one can but hope that
new life is possible again.
There’s a Christian message
here. We know that our lives

10am ~ Morning Service
11:30am ~ Family Praise
6pm ~ Evening Prayer
Holy Communion 1st am and 3rd pm Services
need Jesus to help us be
the branches that can
bring forth fruit. John 15
tells us that Jesus is the
vine and God is the gardener with the promise
that if we remain in him
and he in us, we will
bear much fruit. Fruit for
the kingdom. May we
see much fruit for him
throughout 2018.

COFFEE & CHAT

Parent &
Toddler Group

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH

CHURCHILL ROAD, BENTLEY, WALSALL, WS2 0AA

The Coffee & Chat TLC will be
OPEN tomorrow even though
Colin will be away. Come and
join us for a chat and a specialised coffee or the best Bishop’s
Brew in Bentley! Toast is always
available with jam or marmalade or just butter. You will be
made very welcome. Why not
pop along? The church is always
open for you to pray for family,
friends or the world around us.

MONDAYS

Mid-week activities:

10am to 1pm
* 1pm to 2:30pm
6pm
7:30pm
TUESDAYS
* 9:30am
10am to 1pm
* term-time 3pm, 5pm, 7pm
only
7pm
WEDNESDAYS
7:30am
12:30pm
2pm
7pm to 8:30pm
THURSDAYS
11am
10am to 1pm
1pm to 2pm
7pm to 9pm
FRIDAYS
7:30pm
SATURDAYS 10:30am to 1pm
SUNDAY SERVICES

Coffee and Chat
Parent and Toddler Group
Weight Watchers
Willenhall Operatic
Bentley West Ladies Group
Bishop in Denom. Office
Slimming World
Bible Study at St Jude’s
Prayer Group
Luncheon Club
Friendship Club
Youth Club (5 to 11yrs)
Holy Communion
Bishop in Denom. Office
Keep Dancing (NEW)
StAND Class (as announced)
Willenhall Operatic
Saturday Workshop
SEE ABOVE FOR DETAILS

SUNDAY LESSONS LOG
14th January - Psalm 139:1-6,13-18; 1 Samuel 3:1-10
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51
am L-Colin, P-Paul; pm L-Bishop, P-Mark
21st January - Psalm 62:5-12; Jonah 3:1-5,10
1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20
am L-Paul, P-Colin; pm L-Mark, P-Paul

CRIMINAL

WEEKLY PRAYER UPDATE

 Lord, we pray for Pamela, her family Chrissie and Finley, and
friends - Judy, Pam, Hilary, Elizabeth, Frances, Edie Ball, Eileen, Wesley and June’s brother-in-law, Frank.
 Remember Winnie who has vertigo problems recently.
 Lord, we pray for Arline and Ernie. We do miss them in church.
 Please pray for the worship team Nigel, and the Revd Paul, the
Revd Mark and the Revd Colin and Bishop Paul.
 Pray for Lil Harrison in Manor House who is very poorly.
 Pray for our twinned church - St Francis, Shoreham-by-Sea.
Pray for Revd Gerald and Rosemary and Revd Michael, especially as Bishop Paul is there next Sunday for a confirmation.
 Pray for the Revd Robert and Sarah and all at St Martin’s
Church, France, especially as they have had to move to temporary accommodation and made welcome in a Catholic Church.
 Pray for Jennie Parsons of our Family Praise who has MS.
 Continue to pray for Bishop Kenneth Powell and Edna.
 Pray for Daniel’s Nan, Dot who is still rather unwell at the moment. Give thanks for Daniel’s job and the many extra hours!
 Keep Doris in your prayers. She has been in hospital with a
chest infection recently but is thankfully now back home.
 Please pray for all the churches around the Diocese this Christmas time. St Jude’s, Walsall; Emmanuel, Birmingham; Christ
Church, Harlesden; Christ Church, Exeter; Christ Church, Exmouth; Christ C hurch, Willesborough; St Jude’s, Balham;
Christ Church, Broadstairs; St Francis, Shoreham; Emmanuel,
Tunbridge Wells and, of course, St Andrew’s, Bentley.
 Pray for the Revd Peter Sanlon. Pray also for the Revd James
Paice and others that are being introducing to the FCE.
 Give thanks Lil Bradley, Mike Barlow, Pat, Deanne, Eva, Mary,
Sue Dean and Doreen W are all feeling a little better.
 Pray for Margaret with a severe chest infection.
 Give thanks Jean Salt’s ulcerated leg is showing signs of healing. Pray this improvement will continue.
 Pray for Janet who had a scan recently to find out what is going on as she has been so poorly recently. Thankfully David has
been able to do the shopping.
 Please pray for Belle, Peter and Lucy and all the family.
 Pray for Dave, the husband of Alison, friends of Bishop Paul in
France. Thankfully Dave is now home and improving.
 Give thanks Colin (Bishop’s brother) is a lot better but awaits
the result of a MRI scan last Wednesday.
 Give thanks Dean is much better but still needs our prayers.
 Pray 4 the Clergy Conference which starts on Monday. Pray for
travelling mercies for Bishop Paul, Colin and John and Doreen.
 Pray for Garly (Timothy’s wife) as she has been suffering with
severe migraines recently. She says she is a little better.
 Give thanks Bishop Paul managed to get a funding application
completed for a new kitchen. Pray for its success.
 Pray for the families of the following loved ones called home:
Ida Evelyn Sowinski who was 90. Her funeral will be taken
by Revd Mark on Monday 15th January at Bushbury East.
Michael Steven Thursfield who was 67. His funeral takes
place at Streetly East on Thursday 18th January at 10am.
Leslie Hale who was 70. His funeral takes place at Streetly on
Thursday 25th January at 1:30pm.
Rita Louise Wootton who was 71. Her funeral takes place at
Bushbury on Friday 26th January at 11:30am

Mark had had a
dreadful day at work
on Thursday and just
when you think it
couldn’t get any
worse someone had
deliberately run a key
along his car from
one end to the other.
The insurance will
sort it out but the
£300 excess is somewhat crippling.

Don’t label people – love them
‘We have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view.’
2 Corinthians 5:16
If you tend to associate only with ‘your own kind’, think about this:
‘We have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view.’
Jesus went miles out of His way to meet a Samaritan woman at a
well. From a cultural and religious point of view, it was a bad move.
First, she’d been divorced five times so she had a tarnished reputation. Second, she was a Gentile. And in those days a Jew couldn’t
drink water drawn by
Gentiles or eat their
food. Jewish physicians
couldn’t attend to nonJewish patients. Jews
actually referred to
Gentiles as ‘unclean’,
believing that by mixing
with them they too
would become unclean.
But Jesus was all about
including people, not
excluding them: ‘The
Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighbourhood’ (John 1:14). Jesus touched lepers, loved foreigners, and
spent so much time with partygoers that religious leaders called
him a ‘lush, a friend of the riffraff’ (Matthew 11:19). Jesus didn’t
label people; He loved them. And when you follow Him, He puts His
finger on your prejudices and makes you deal with them. That’s
because He wants to change the way you look at people, not seeing them as Jews or Gentiles, insiders or outsiders, liberals or conservatives, etc. ‘We have stopped evaluating others from a human
point of view.’ Today you may come across some discarded people
like the woman at the well. They may have been thrown out of
church, or just turned off by church – and you’ll have a chance to
label them or love them. Honour God – and love them!

BE A PRAYER WARRIOR!

Prayer is vital for the spiritual health
of our church.
Please add all those on this prayer
sheet to your own prayers - daily!
Be strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might, Put on the
full armour of God...

THESE CONTINUE at 6:30pm
THURSDAYS WE MEET AT CHURCH THERE’S STILL TIME TO JOIN IN
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This leaflet cost 15p to print, if you cannot afford a
donation, then please take one, with our compliments.

