CHRISTMAS LOVE AND GREETINGS

Christmas is almost here and I am almost ready. Many of us will remember the family gatherings and the warm feeling of presents given
and presents received over the years. Yet the most wonderful present of all, for some, will never be opened. Even though we, at St Andrew's, have sung and heard the Good News and decked the halls with boughs of holly, fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la, do we really comprehend
the true meaning of the gift born to us? All of us can be guilty of being so busy getting ready physically by making sure the turkey is ready
and right gift is bought that we forget about preparing ourselves spiritually. I watched the tens of thousands stuck in Gatwick Airport due
to the drone incidences this week, and thought about what I would think about having all that unexpected time on my hands? Would it be
anger, or frustration or would it be a time when I could sit and be still for a short time and really reflect on the true Christmas? So, may I
wish each and every one of you a blessed Christmas and pray that you too will find the time and space to just ponder on the greatest gift
of all, none other than Jesus Christ. After all, 'Tis the season to be jolly, fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la! Every blessing. Bishop Paul

CHOIR NATIVITY
SUNDAY
23rd DECEMBER 6pm
Our Christmas Musical will be a
compilation of various musical
cantatas we have sung over the years.

CAROLS & LESSONS

Below is not the congregation but just the readers taking part in the
Carols and Lessons Service last Sunday. There were over 30 readers
who helped to explain the Christmas story from the Prophets of old
to the New Testament. These are taken from the Dramatic Bible
which puts the stories into little plays. They were all really well
read. There was a congregation of about 80. We also heard a poem
read by Revd Colin and got a glimpse of the musical items that will
be shared with tonight’s congregation in the Choir Nativity. These
will be extracts from the Inn Crowd, Rumours of Angels, The Gift,
While Shepherds Watched and Away in a Manger.

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH

CHURCHILL ROAD, BENTLEY, WALSALL, WS2 0AA

MINISTER - BISHOP PAUL HUNT, MSc, DD
T: 01902 607335, M: 07830 279744
E: bishoppaul@btinternet.com

PRESBYTERS
Revd Mark Spiers BA(Hons) T: 01922 409563
Revd Paul Reynolds T: 01902 603215
Revd Colin Hunter T: 01902 601656

CHURCH WARDENS
Mr Daniel Booth
T: 07432 282983

Mrs Deanne Yarnall
T: 01902 609879

FAMILY PRAISE LEADER
Mr Nigel Dutton

SUNDAY SERVICES
10am ~ Morning Service
11:30am ~ Family Praise
6pm ~ Evening Prayer
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CHRISTMAS EVE
HOLY COMMUNION
BY CANDLELIGHT

11:30pm

This service is
always very special
and sees us into
Christmas Day

AND THE OSCAR GOES
TO....?

No, Colin has not suddenly
developed a severe stoop!
He is simply still in character from last Sunday’s Carols and Lessons where he
read the part of the aging
Zechariah denying that his
wife, Elizabeth, would soon
be with child. It brought a
smile on lots of our faces.
So it was with great pleasure to present him with an
Oscar during our Coffee &
Chat gathering last Monday. Remember that there
isn’t any Coffee & Chat for
the next two Mondays.

CHRISTMAS DAY
SERVICE

10:30am

BRING A PRESENT YOU
HAVE RECEIVED FOR
BISHOP PAUL & NIGEL
TO PLAY WITH!
PLEASE LET BISHOP PAUL
KNOW IF YOU NEED A
LIFT TO THE SERVICE.

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH
Tuesday 25th December - 1pm

BISHOP PAUL WILL BE COOKING CHRISTMAS DAY
LUNCH ESPECIALLY FOR ANYONE WHO WILL BE ON
THEIR OWN AND FOR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS.
IF YOU WANT TO COME,
PLEASE LET BISHOP PAUL KNOW ASAP.

OUR LESS MEANS MORE
PROJECT 2018/19

Walsall’s Winter
Homeless Shelter

You may have heard that there is
another appeal to help the homeless in Walsall.
So, again this year our Less Means
More Project will gather donations that can be used to assist those
helping the local homeless. The project runs through the winter
months. So, what are we going to do to help? Please give your donations to Bishop Paul to make sure we can make a difference. The
homeless of Walsall urgently need our help.

We have raised about £350 so far!

Colin at St Jude’s C hurch

SUNDAY LESSONS LOG
23rd December - Luke 1:47-55 or Psalm 80:1-7
Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45
am L-Bishop, P-Colin
6pm CHOIR NATIVITY - A selection of Christmas Songs
30th December - Psalm 148; 1 Samuel 2:18-20
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52
am & pm Bishop - Year Review & Songs of Praise

WEEKLY PRAYER UPDATE

 Lord, we pray for Pamela, Chrissie and Finley, and friends Judy, Pam, Hilary, Elizabeth, Frances, Mrs Ball, Belle, Peter,
Iris, Eva, June and Frank.
 We pray for Arline and Ernie. Lord, we thank you for them.
 Pray for Jenny Parsons in her further treatment for MS etc.
 Pray for who minister to us on a weekly basis.
 Pray for the Revd Robert and Sarah in France.
 Remember June & Reg Foster.
 Pray for Bishop Kenneth Powell and Edna.
 Pray for Dot. She has not been well recently.
 Keep Doris in your prayers as she recovers from a chest infection. Sadly she will not be able to be in church this evening.
 Please pray for all the churches around the Diocese - St Jude’s,
Walsall; Emmanuel, Birmingham; Christ Church, Harlesden;
Christ Church, Exeter; Christ Church, Exmouth; Christ Church,
Willesborough; St Jude’s, Balham; Christ Church, Broadstairs;
St Francis, Shoreham; Emmanuel, Tunbridge Wells, St Peter’s,
Croydon and, of course, St Andrew’s, Bentley.
 Pray for the Revd Peter Sanlon. Pray also for the Revd James
Paice and for James’s wife, Rosie who continues to have problems with her eyesight.
 Pray for Janet - She is very much up and down recently.
 Pray for Amber and her mom, Lisa in your prayers.
 Pray for Alison Bishop’s mom, Audrey, and husband Dave.
 Pray that the Lord will keep Wesley safe.
 Pray for Lil Bradley who is having difficulty walking.
 Remember Garly, Timothy and the family now settled in Italy.
 Please keep Mark (Jenn’s son) in your prayers. He is doing well.
 Pray for the Revd Jabson Watson and the church in Croydon.
 Remember the Revds Gerald and Michael and all the congregation at our twinned church in Shoreham-by-Sea.
 Pray for Revd Colin and his helpers, Deanne and Mike, as they
take Holy Communion to the many too frail to attend church.
 Please remember Deanne in your prayers, especially as she
undergoes various health investigations.
 Keep Doreen W and Jimmy in your prayers.
 Give thanks Mike, who has had a chest infection, is getting
stronger.
 Please pray for Jean Salt and her mobility difficulties.
 Please keep Bill and Sharon’s daughter, Alison in your prayers.
 Please pray that the arrangements for Bishop Josep’s move to
England in 2019, will go smoothly.
 Pray for Mary Jennings who is now in a Home in Willenhall.
 Remember Pamela in your prayers as she is still in the Manor
hospital with a swollen stomach.
 Pray for all the members of our congregation, both young and
not so young. So many suffering with coughs and colds.
 Pray for Chris Hunt as she has a poorly eye at the moment.
Pray that it will recover and an operation can be avoided.
 Remember Iris Tew who had a fall recently. Thankfully she
should be at church this evening.
 Pray for Terry who has been really poorly with a chest infection and was unable to go to the Panto last Wednesday.
 Pray for Natalie’s Joseph who had a febrile convulsion during
the early hours of Friday. Thankfully he is now back home.

BE A PRAYER WARRIOR!

Prayer is vital for the spiritual
health of our church.
Please add all those on this prayer
sheet to your own prayers - daily!
O Lord my God, I cried out to You,
and You healed me,
Psalm 30:2

What a Grand
Pantomime!

The Luncheon
and Friendship
Clubs went to
The Grand
Theatre last
Thursday for
the performance of Sleeping Beauty. Oh,
no they didn’t—
Oh, yes they

did! And a good time was had by all.

CHRISTMAS ANGEL GIFT

If you know anyone who would enjoy a
free gift of a hand-knitted angel to
bring a little joy into their hearts this
Christmas, then please ask Colin if he
has any left for you to take. We are
thankful for the skills of Rene for knitting them. If you take one please do not
accept any money, The true gift of love
of Jesus Christ was freely given by God
and so there isn’t a price to put on it.
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SHEET

FEBRUARY RETREAT
Please let the Revd Colin Hunter know if you want to come this
year’s Retreat. There are very limited spaces available, so it will be
first come first served. The only additional cost is towards fuel for
the minibus to and from High Leigh (near Enfield). Act now to
benefit from the highly subsidised price of £115 per person. Children are free. Speak to Revd Colin as soon as possible.
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