
DAY OF PRAYER  

Our Ascension Day of Prayer was a 
lovely time of fellowship. We met in 
church for Holy Communion at the 
same time our brothers and sisters 
from the south-east were also meeting 
in Christ Church, Willesborough. 
(Picture left). At St Andrew’s we en-
joyed a jacket potato lunch with a 
cream cake. Each item on the guidance 
notes were prayed for interspersed 
with verses of scripture Bishop Paul 
had advised. This enabled most people 
to take part by praying or reading. 
Thank you for joining us - we had a 
blessed time together.  

 

BAPTISM 
Last Sunday we had the 
pleasure of sharing with 
Casey Mae’s family in her 
baptism. What a time of 
blessing it was too. Casey’s 
mom and dad, Adam and 
Chelsea Brotherton are 
pictured here with Casey’s 
sponsors (God-parents’). 

Revd Mark read the lesson 
and we sang two lovely 
hymns. The family were very 
generous too leaving dona-
tions totalling around £140 for 
church funds. I remember the 
time we used to have £2.50 
and a couple of buttons, if we 
were lucky. Praise the Lord for 
their generosity. Pray too we 
see Casey grow in the Lord! 
We have another baptism today at 1pm for Harvey James Butler. 
Pray the service will be as beautiful as it was for Casey. 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY LESSONS LOG 
 

Sunday 28th May - Psalm 68:1-10,32-35; Acts 1:6-14 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11 

am L-Bishop, P-Colin; pm L-Bishop, P-Mark 
 

4th June - PENTECOST - Psalm 104:24-34,35b; Acts 2:1-21 
Num 11:24-30; 1Cor 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23 or 7:37-39 
am L-Paul, P-Bishop; pm L-Mark, P-Bishop (+Confirmation) 
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SUNDAY SERVICESSUNDAY SERVICES 
10am ~ Morning Service 

11:30am ~ Family Praise 

6pm ~ Evening Prayer               

Holy Communion 1st am and 3rd pm Services 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mid-week activities: 
 
 

MONDAYS    Coffee and Chat 
  Parent and Toddler Group 
  Weight Watchers  
  Willenhall Operatic 
TUESDAYS     Bentley West Ladies Group 
       Bishop in Denom. Office  
       Slimming World              
                Bible Study - St Jude’s 
WEDNESDAYS          Prayer Group  
                                    Luncheon Club 
                                      Friendship Club 
                                     Youth Club (5 to 11yrs) 
THURSDAYS              Holy Communion 
                           Bishop in Denom. Office 
                        Karate Class 
 StAND Class (as announced) 
FRIDAYS Willenhall Operatic  
SATURDAYS    Saturday Workshop 

10am to 1pm 
* 1pm to 2:30pm 

6pm  
7:30pm 

  * 9:30am   
10am to 1pm 

3pm, 5pm, 7pm 
7pm 

7:30am  
12:30pm 

2pm 
7pm to 8:30pm  

11am 
10am to 1pm 

6pm 
7pm to 9pm 

7:30pm 
10:30am to 1pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

90th ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 
UNITED FCE/REC 
CHURCH 
 

HAVE YOU BOOKED 
YOUR PLACE?  
If not, please do so 
with the Revd Paul 
Reynolds as soon as 
possible.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LADIES RUMBLE 
Last Tuesday the 
Ladies Group had a 
chance to let their 
hair down with the 
singer Jayne had 
organised. The 
Bentley West Ladies 
are so blessed to 
have Jayne as their 
group leader. How 
she finds all the 
things to do must 
take a lot of her 
time. Well done, 
Jayne. Seeing the 

ladies enjoying themselves must be a great reward. By the way -
When’s the cooking lady coming again? 
 

ST JUDE’S CHURCH HALL REPAIRS 
John Silva was busy fitting the new ra-
diators at St Jude’s Church when he 
discovered that the hall floor and wall 
panels are quite rotten in places. In fact 
the floor was so bad the joists had to be 
replaced—they were not supported in 
the wall! Now it’s ready for new floor 
boards. Thank the Lord for John Silva 
who has the skills and the will to do this 
repair for just the cost of materials. 
Well done John and thank you, matey! 

 

CHARITY 
EVENT 
Yesterday’s char-
ity event was a 
great success. 
The organisers 
were over the 
moon to raise 
over £670 in 
support of 2 year 
old Roscoe and 
the charity Chil-
dren with Can-
cer. Well done! 



How change happens - part 2 and 3 
Change happens through commitment. When Jacob realised he 
was wrestling with the angel of the Lord, he said, ‘I will not let you 
go unless you bless me.’ (Genesis 32:26). That’s what it takes – 
commitment. Jacob was committed and persistent; he stuck with it 
until he worked his way through it. He didn’t like where he was any 
more than you do. It was frustrating and it was getting him down. 
But he was totally commit-
ted to sticking with it until 
God turned it around for his 
good. When God gets our 
attention through a crisis, He 
doesn’t always solve it im-
mediately; sometimes He 
waits to see whether we 
really mean business. We’re 
so conditioned to instant 
everything – instant food, 
instant Internet access, in-
stant success – that when we don’t get an immediate answer to our 
prayer or an instant turnaround we say, ‘Forget it, God.’ The fact is 
you didn’t get into this mess overnight, and you won’t get out of it 
overnight. Sometimes God has to remove our weaknesses layer by 
layer. Experts tell us it takes six weeks of doing the same thing 
every day before it becomes a habit. Think of that in terms of devel-
oping the habit of praying and reading your Bible each day, or re-
learning to love your spouse. That’s six weeks…forty-two days…over 
a thousand hours…and Satan will fight you at every turn. So what 
should you do? Spend time with God. ‘They that wait upon the 
LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and 
not faint’ (Isaiah 40:31).  
Change happens through confession. When he identified himself as 
‘Jacob’ (Genesis 32:27), which means ‘deceiver’, Jacob was ac-
knowledging his character flaws. This is an important part of God’s 
process for changing us, because we never change until we hon-
estly face and admit our faults, sins, weaknesses, and mistakes. We 

need to say, ‘Lord, I have a 
problem, I’m in a mess and I 
admit I made it.’ Then God 
can go to work. Ever noticed 
how easy it is to make ex-
cuses? We become experts at 
blaming others and saying 
things like, ‘It’s not my fault, 
you know. It’s the environ-
ment I was brought up in – 
my parents are to blame.’ Or, 

‘The situation I’m in at work is because of my boss.’ Why do we act 
and talk this way? Because it’s hard to admit our personal faults 
and failings, and it can be scary to ask for help. Why do we need to 
confess our faults to God? To let Him know what’s going on? No: He 
already knows that! When we tell God we’ve sinned, it is no sur-
prise to Him; He knew our problems all along. We confess to Him 
because He wants us to say, ‘You’re right, God; I have a problem. 
I’ve blown it.’ It is humbling to admit our mistakes, but once we do, 
God gives us access to His power to help change us for the better. 
And at that point we start to become the person we’ve always 
wanted to be. The truth is: God loves you just the way you are – but 
He loves you too much to leave you that way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER UPDATE 
 

 Lord, we pray for Pamela with her poorly eyesight, Chrissie 
and Finley, and friends - Judy, Pam, Hilary, Elizabeth, Doreen, 
Frances, Sylvia, Edie Ball, Deanne and all of June’s family. 

 Remember Winnie’s husband, Ray, who following a fall is now 
thankfully getting a little better. Lord, Winnie’s shoulder op-
eration is still causing her some discomfort. Please help! 

 Lord, we pray for Arline and Ernie as they battle on. Both have 
been rather poorly. It is hoped we may see them in church 
today. Lord, we miss seeing them weekly. 

 Please pray for the worship team Nigel, and the Revd Paul, the 
Revd Mark and the Revd Colin and Bishop Paul.  

 Pray for Dean’s sister, Molly, who is extremely poorly.   
 Please remember Doreen and Jimmy. 
 Please pray for Lil Harrison in Manor House, Willenhall.   
 Pray for our twinned church - St Francis, Shoreham-by-Sea. 

Pray for Revd Gerald and Rosemary and Revd Michael Blades. 
Give thanks for Gerald’s 20th anniversary celebrations. 

 Pray for the Revd Robert Leone and Sarah and all at St Mar-
tin’s Church in France.   

 Pray for Jennie Parsons of our Family Praise who has MS.   
 Continue to pray for Bishop Kenneth Powell and Edna.  
 Pray for Daniel’s Nan, Dot who has to cope with many prob-

lems. She has been rather off her food recently.   
 Keep Doris in your prayers. Pray that this week will be a better 

week. She sends everyone at church her love.   
 Give thanks that Revd Colin now has an appointment for his 

cataract operation later on in June. Pray all goes well.   
 Pray for Terry whose shoulder was much better recently. 
 Pray for the families of: 
 Leslie Garbett who was 89 years old. Les’s funeral takes 
 place on Monday 5th June in church at 10:15am. Revd 
 Paul is taking this. It will be his first funeral. Please pray! 
and... Rose Dorothy Rowley who was 83 years old. Her funeral 
 takes place at Streetly on Friday 9th June. 
 Please pray for all the churches around the Diocese. St Jude’s 

Walsall; Emmanuel, Birmingham; Christ Church, Harlesden; 
Christ Church, Exeter; Christ Church, Exmouth; Christ Church, 
Willesborough; St Jude’s, Balham; Christ Church, Broadstairs; 
St Francis, Shoreham and St Andrew’s, Bentley.   

 Remember Margaret in your prayers. She is still not 100%, but 
is a little better with her ear infection.  

 Please pray for Revd Peter Sanlon in Tunbridge Wells, the 
Partnership Synod and James Paice in Wimbledon and the 
many friends they are introducing to the FCE. 

 Give thanks Bishop Paul got all the papers for Convocation out 
in the post yesterday with the help of Daniel. Pray for the 90th 
anniversary service at Christ Church, Wallasey. Bishop then 
flies off to the USA to be with our REC friends in Dallas.    

 

GERALD’S 20th CELEBRATION 
How lovely that Shoreham Church cele-

brated Ge-
rald’s 20th 
anniversary. I 
recalled in a 
greeting to 
Gerald the 
time we first 
met which was 
at my Conse-
cration service 
in 2006 and we 
have been 
good friends 
ever since. 
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Visit: www.standrewsbentley.org.uk 
 

This leaflet cost 15p to print, if you cannot afford a  
donation, then please take one, with our compliments. 
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