
Dealing with the devil (2) 
 

‘Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil.’  
1 Peter 5:8 
 

When Jesus fought the devil in the wilderness, Satan never 
landed a single punch. Three times Jesus told him, ‘It is writ-
ten’ (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). And with those three solid right 
hooks, Satan went down and couldn’t get up. Let’s look at each 
of the three temptations. ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these 
stones to become loaves of bread’ (v. 3). Note Satan’s twofold 
attack: 1) ‘If you are the Son of God.’ Satan will make you doubt 
your salvation, your Saviour, and your righteous standing before 
God (see 2 Corinthians 5:21). He’ll remind you of all your flaws 
and failures. He’ll tell you, ‘The Christian life is too hard; give 
up!’ That’s a lie; 
don’t believe 
him. Yes, the 
Holy Spirit will 
point out your 
character de-
fects so you can 
overcome them. 
But you’re not 
saved by your 
own goodness. 
‘By grace you 
have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God’ (Ephesians 2:8). 2) ‘Change these stones into 
loaves of bread.’ Forty days of fasting had left Jesus famished. 
His stomach was empty, so Satan began with the topic of bread. 
Where are you empty? Are you hungry for attention, craving 
success, and longing for intimacy? You must be aware of your 
weak spots and bring them to God before Satan brings them to 
you and says, ‘Meet your own needs. Take matters into your 
own hands. Leave God out of the picture.’ No, if you could live 
the Christian life without God, you wouldn’t need Him! It’s the 
life that’s totally dependent on God that defeats Satan’s strate-
gies every time. 

 
 

SUNDAY LESSONS LOG 
 

8th January - Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 

am L-Colin, P-Paul; pm L-Bishop, P-Mark 
 

15th January - Psalm 40:1-11; Isaiah 49:1-7 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

am L-Paul, P-Colin; pm L-Mark, P-Paul 
(Bishop in Exeter for the licensing of Lazlo Flores)  
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Dealing with the devil (1) 
 

‘We are not ignorant of [Satan’s] schemes.’  
2 Corinthians 2:11  
 

Nothing thrills the devil more than the current scepticism with 
which he’s viewed. The more we doubt or downplay his exis-
tence, the more he’s free to hurt and hamper us. Jesus never 
doubted the reality of the devil. The Bible says, ‘Jesus was led 
up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil’ (Matthew 4:1). But Jesus was victorious. And He proved 
that God uses Satan’s schemes to strengthen us. Times of test-
ing are actually times of spiritual training. ‘Consider it a sheer 
gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from all 
sides. You 
know that 
under pres-
sure, your 
faith-life is 
forced into 
the open 
and shows 
its true 
colours. So 
don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work 
so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in 
any way’ (James 1:2-4). God loves you too much to leave you 
undeveloped and immature. ‘God is educating you; that’s why 
you must never drop out. He’s treating you as dear children. 
This trouble you’re in isn’t punishment; it’s training, the nor-
mal experience of children. Only irresponsible parents leave 
children to fend for themselves’ (Hebrews 12:5-10). Paul says, 
‘We are not ignorant of [Satan’s] schemes.’ When General 
Patton counterattacked Field Marshal Rommel in World War ll, 
Patton is reported to have shouted in the thick of battle, ‘I 
read your book, Rommel! I read your book!’ Patton had stud-
ied Rommel’s Infantry Attacks. He knew the German leader’s 
strategies and planned his moves accordingly. And when you 
become acquainted with Satan’s moves you can stop him cold 
in his tracks.  

 

CELEBRATING  
AUDREY’S LIFE 
Many are asking about 
the arrangements for 
Audrey’s funeral. It will 
now take place at St 
Andrew’s Church on 
Thursday 26th January 
at 1:30pm. Please do 
come if you are able to 
support the family and 
to say your goodbyes. 

The service at church will be followed by creation at Streetly 
Crematorium. Further details will be published after Bishop 
Paul has seen the family a week on Wednesday.  Thank you, 
Lord for giving us Audrey, she was great fun to be around. 

Mid-week activities: 
 
 

MONDAYS    Coffee and Chat 
  Parent and Toddler Group 
  Weight Watchers  
  Willenhall Operatic 
TUESDAYS     Bentley West Ladies Group 
       Bishop in Denom. Office  
       Slimming World              
                Bible Study - Church House 
WEDNESDAYS          Prayer Group  
                                    Luncheon Club 
                                      Friendship Club 
                                     Youth Club (5 to 11yrs) 
THURSDAYS              Holy Communion 
                           Bishop in Denom. Office 
                        Karate Class 
 STAND Class  
FRIDAYS Willenhall Operatic  
SATURDAYS    Saturday Workshop 

10am to 1pm 
* 1pm to 2:30pm 

5:30pm  
7:30pm 

  * 9:30am   
10am to 1pm 

3pm, 5pm, 7pm 
7pm 

7:30am  
12:30pm 

2pm 
7pm to 8:30pm  

11am 
10am to 1pm 

6pm 
7pm to 9pm 

7:30pm 
10am to 1pm 

‘LESS MEANS MORE PROJECT’ 

This year your Less Means More dona-
tions will be used to provide much 
needed support and encouragement to : 
LITTLE HEARTS MATTER. Simply use a 
special 
envelope 
available 
from the 
back of 

the church, put your dona-
tion in, and hand it back 
to Bishop Paul. Please be 
as generous as you can. If 
you want to know more, 
please speak to either Bishop Paul or Revds Mark, Colin 
or Paul or Churchwarden Deanne or Mary Groves. 
 

 



Parent & Toddlers
 

OUR PARENT AND  
TODDLER GROUP STARTS 
BACK ON MONDAY. THEY 
MEET BETWEEN 1pm & 
2:30pm. ALL WELCOME 
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Visit: www.standrewsbentley.org.uk 

 
 

This leaflet cost 15p to print, if you cannot afford a  
donation, then please take one, with our compliments. 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER UPDATE 
 

 Lord, we pray for Pamela with her poorly eyesight, Chrissie 
and Finley, and friends - Judy, Pam, Hilary and Elizabeth. 

 Remember Winnie who has not been very well recently. 
 Lord, we pray for both Arline and Ernie as they battle on.  
 Please pray for the worship team Nigel, and the Revd Paul, the 

Revd Mark and the Revd Colin and Bishop Paul.  
 Continue to pray for Lewis Robinson, Frank and Janet.  
 Pray for Dean’s sister, Molly, who is still very poorly.   
 Please remember Doreen and Jimmy. 
 Please pray for Lil Harrison in Manor House, Willenhall.   
 Pray for our twinned church - St Francis, Shoreham-by-Sea.  
 Pray for the Revd Robert Leone and Sarah, his wife and all at 

St Martin’s Church in France.  
 Pray for Jennie Parsons of our Family Praise who has MS.   
 Continue to give thanks that young Harvey is very much better 

and the Revd John Eustice has been given the all clear.  
 Continue to pray for Bishop Kenneth Powell and Edna.  
 Please pray for both Robert and Barbara Wilson. Robert’s 

procedure has been postponed until February. However Bar-
bara is presently in hospital seriously ill. Lord, be by her side 
and help Robert to cope over the next few days. 

 Pray for Daniel’s family. His Nan, Dot had her scheduled opera-
tion on her hand last recently. All went well and she now has 
had her cask off. There are good signs about movement and 
sensitivity. Thank you, Lord.  

 Give thanks for Daniel’s 18th birthday. 
 Please keep Doris and her Sciatica problems in your prayers. 

She has been in a lot of pain again. Pray it will be eased.  
 Pray Revd Colin’s eyes will remain stabilised.  
 Pray for Sylvia. It was good to see her at the Christmas Lunch. 
 Pray for Terry whose shoulder remains rather painful. He has a 

replacement shoulder in about three months time. 
 Pray for Frances as she continues to have Chemotherapy. 
 Pray for Mrs Ball who is now sadly house bound. 
 Keep Deanne in your prayers. She has not been well and had 

to be checked over in A&E one day last week. 
 Thank you for the prayers for Bishop Paul in dealing with all 

the problems around the Diocese at present. Continue to pray! 
 Give thanks that Mike Barlow is generally a lot better. 
 Please pray for Russell Fenn in Exmouth who has been rather 

poorly recently. Pray for the Christ Church Leadership Team as 
they pull together to maintain the services there. 

 Pray for the family of Ethel Joan Wright who was 96. Her fu-
neral takes place at Streetly on Monday 9th January, 10am. 

 Pray for the family of Margaret Ann Salter who was 93. Her 
funeral takes place at Bushbury on Wednesday 11th, 2:30pm.  

 Remember the family of Audrey Page. Remember Audrey’s 
daughters, Lisa, Sharon and all the family. News of her funeral 
can be found elsewhere in this newssheet. 

 Please pray for all the churches around the Diocese. St Jude’s 
Walsall; Emmanuel, Birmingham; Christ Church, Harlesden; 
Christ Church, Exeter; Christ Church, Exmouth; Christ Church, 
Willesborough; St Jude’s, Balham; Christ Church, Broadstairs; 
St Francis, Shoreham and St Andrew’s, Bentley.   

 Pray for Bishop John Fenwick as he leaves for New Zealand 
and Australia on 10th January. Lord, keep him and Lis safe.  

 
 
 
 
 

BE A PRAYER WARRIOR! 
Be a Prayer Warrior! Prayer is vital 
for the spiritual health of our 
church. Please add all those on 
this prayer sheet to your own fam-
ily and friends prayers - daily!  
 

 Be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of His might, Put on the  

full armour of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the  

wiles of the devil. 
 

COFFEE & CHAT  
The Coffee & Chat Shop will be 
open for business tomorrow as 
usual. Come and enjoy the chat 
and a specialised coffee or the 
best Bishop’s Brew in Bentley! 
Toast is always available with jam 
or marmalade or just butter.  
This is a community project com-
pliments of St Andrew’s Church. 
You will, as always, be made very 
welcome. Thank you to all those 
regular supporters, you are much 
appreciated by Colin, Janet, Sue 
and the Bishop. Come and join us! 

St Andrew’s 

HAPPY 18th DANIEL 
Daniel was 18 years 
old last Tuesday (3rd 
January). He wishes to 
thank everyone for 
their generosity of 
cards and gifts. Here 
he is at The Grand 
Theatre, Wolverhamp-
ton for the panto-
mime, Aladdin. He 
also hopes the church 
Luncheon Club and 

Friendship Club enjoys it as much 
as he did when they go on 
Wednesday! Happy birthday 
Dan! 
 
NOW THAT’S WHAT YOU 
CALL A CUSTARD CREAM! 
This picture was taken a little 
while ago, but as I’m only just 
finishing off the Newsletter it 
was a good gap filler! I don’t 
think Matthew finished this all 
off because there wasn’t a cup 
big enough to dunk it in! His 
granddad brought it back from 
one of his travels and couldn’t 
resist buying it. Yummy! 


