Willenhall Musical Theatre
LESSONS
& CAROLS
Company

BY CANDLELIGHT
SUNDAY 13th DECEMBER - 6pm
Don’t forget to ask Bishop Paul
about a short reading

CHOIR NATIVITY
SUNDAY
20th DECEMBER 6pm

GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS

It was lovely to get everything sorted out
in church ready for Christmas yesterday.
Our tree looks fantastic, but it is really past
its best now and this will be its final year. It
is shedding as many of its pine leaves as a
real one would! Well done to Mark, Dan
and Matthew for doing all the hard work in
fitting it together and adding the 450
bulbs! Emily really enjoyed placing all the
knitted nativity figures in the manger.
There are lots of figures under the manger
and children are welcome to play with
them and rearrange them. Our more formal set is fixed with Blu-Tack for safety.
Have a close look at the figures faces, they
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SUNDAY SERVICES
10am ~ Morning Service
11:30am ~ Family Praise
6pm ~ Evening Prayer
Holy Communion 1st am and 3rd pm Services

CHRISTMAS EVE
HOLY COMMUNION
BY CANDLELIGHT

11:30PM
This service is
always very special
CHRISTMAS DAY
SHORT FAMILY
SERVICE

10am

BRING A PRESENT YOU
HAVE RECEIVED FOR
BISHOP PAUL & NIGEL
TO PLAY WITH!
WE PROMISE THAT THE
TURKEY WILL NOT BURN

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH
Friday 25th December - 1pm

BISHOP PAUL WILL BE COOKING ANOTHER CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH FOR CHURCH MEMBERS & FAMILIES
WHO, AND ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO WOULD NOT
SEE ANYONE OR BE ON THEIR OWN AND WOULD ENJOY THE COMPANY. IF YOU WANT TO COME,
PLEASE LET BISHOP PAUL KNOW ASAP.
TRANSPORT CAN BE ARRANGED.

are all very well
made. Margaret
and I spotted
them while on a
church holiday a
few years ago.
Dan and Nathan
fitted all the candles and Donna,
Carole and Margaret cleaned out
all the old wax
from the holders.

MONDAYS

A great team
effort and a
great job well
done. By the
way, did you
guess it was
Emily behind
the Santa
mask? It’s
nearly Christmas. Help!

CONFIRMATION CLASSES - Start January
Interested in Confirmation?. If so, please speak to
Bishop Paul as soon as possible. They will run on
Thursday evenings (fortnightly) Refreshers welcome!

Mid-week activities:

10am to 1pm
1pm to 2:30pm
TUESDAYS
9:30am
10am to 1pm
7pm
WEDNESDAYS
7:30am
12:30pm
2pm
7pm
THURSDAYS
11am
10am to 1pm
6pm to 8:30pm
SATURDAYS 10am to 1pm

Coffee and Chat
Parent and Toddler Group
Bentley West Ladies Group
Bishop in Denom. Office
Bible Study - Church House
Prayer Group
Luncheon Club
Friendship Club
Youth Club
Holy Communion
Bishop in Denom. Office
Karate Classes (NEW!)
Saturday Workshop

SUNDAY LESSONS LOG
6th December - Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11; Luke3:1-6
am Bishop; pm Bishop

13th December - Isaiah 12:2-6; Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
am L-Paul, P-Colin; pm CAROLS & LESSONS

20th December - Luke 1:47-55 or Psalm 80:1-7
Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45
am Mark; pm CHOIR NATIVITY - ‘THE GIFT’

27th December - Psalm 148; 1 Samuel 2:18-20
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52

am & pm - Bishop Paul - REVIEW OF THE YEAR + MINCE PIES

WEEKLY PRAYER UPDATE

 Lord, we pray for Pamela in the continual battle to save her eye






























sight, her daughter, Chrissie, and great grandson Finley.
Lord, we put the following friends and members into your hands:
Doris, Carole, Pam, Hilary, Iris and Elizabeth.
Remember Winnie and her husband, Ray in your prayers.
Lord, we pray for Arline who hasn’t been well recently and also
Ernie. He’s not been well either and awaits the results of a scan.
Lord, we pray for Dan’s Nan, Dot and for his Great Nan, Irene. Also
Dan’s granddad, Ken is off work too at the moment waiting for an
operation. Lord, help this family to cope.
Pray for Audrey who battles on with her mobility difficulties. We
haven’t seen her in church for a few weeks.
Pray for Arthur Bagg who is still in the Manor Hospital. Some days
he is better than others but he is still very poorly.
Thank you, Lord, for the worship team Nigel, and the Revds Paul,
Mark and Colin who assist Bishop Paul in the services.
We pray for John Haynes who is getting back to normal.
Pray for Brian and Thelma. Praise the Lord, both are well!
Continue to pray for Judy.
Continue to pray for Deanne and her daughter, Karen.
Continue to pray for Lewis Robinson and Frank, Janet’s husband.
Pray for Dean’s sister, Molly, who continues to be very poorly.
Please pray for Lil Harrison. Praise be, she has now moved into
the Manor House Home in Willenhall and looks well.
Pray for our twinned church - St Francis, Shoreham-by-Sea, especially their worship team of Gerald and Michael.
Pray for the family of Dorothy Margaret Smith, (Dolly). Her funeral took place in church recently. Dolly was 83 years old.
Give thanks that Colin Davis is much better recently following
some discomfort with a rash.
Pray for the Revd Robert Leone and Sarah, his wife at St Martin’s
Church in France. Robert is still feeling the affects of his recent fall.
Remember Doreen W. Pray for Jimmy and all the family. It was
lovely to see her at Coffee and Chat last Monday.
Pray for Madge who is rather frail and has recurring chest infections and a fall in the week. Pray she will get stronger soon.
Pray for the family of Alice Cooper who sadly passed away after a
short illness. Alice will be missed by everyone at church.
Pray for Harvey, the 11year old grandson of the Revd John and
Joy Eustice from Exeter. Harvey is going for a biopsy at Great Ormond Street Hospital, London on 14th. Pray they will soon find out
what is going on, ready for an operation in the new year.
Please continue to pray for the situation in France.
Give thanks that Paulianne who wasn’t well is now much better.
Pray for Mary Hardwick who has been quite poorly recently.
Pray for the family of Irvine Haywood who was 67. His funeral
takes place on Monday at Streetly Crem. He leaves a widow Janet.
Pray for Bishop’s brother, Colin as he has a arterial procedure
later this month.
It is good to hear that Alex and Grace are both good at the moment and are presently in Taipei. Alex is working as an editor and
making connections for a new work for the FCE in Taipei. Christianity does not need to be ‘under cover’ as it is in China.
Pray for the family of Ruth Naomi Partoon who was 81 year old.
Her funeral takes place on Tuesday 15th December at Bushbury.
Pray for the family of Lesley Porter who was 70 years old. Lesley
used to attend St Andrew’s many years ago. She leaves a son
Garry. The funeral takes place at Streetly Crem on Thursday 17th.

BE A PRAYER WARRIOR!

Would you like to be a Prayer Warrior?
Then please mention this to Bishop
Paul. A big ‘thank you’, to all who continually pray faithfully each day for the
needy souls on our Prayer Sheet. Your
prayers are vital for the spiritual
health of our lovely little church. Also
give thanks to the Lord for hearing the
cries of His people.

ANG’s 50th BIRTHDAY

Can you believe that Ang is 50? Yes, 50 and
she is still absolutely fabulous! Many of her
friends and family celebrated her birthday last
weekend in Cheslyn Hay. Perhaps you will
remember Ang as Sheila’s daughter-in-law.
She and husband, Tim married in 2013. Ang
also played my wife in the Christmas musical
’The Inn Crowd’. Happy birthday Ang!

INTRODUCING OUR LESS MEANS MORE SCHEME
2015

This year your Less Means More donations will be used to provide much needed support and encouragement to St Giles Hospice, Walsall. So, what can you do to help? Simply ask Bishop
Paul for a special envelope and put
your donation in and hand it back to
Bishop Paul. So many members have
been touched by the special care that
St Giles Hospice offers. Don’t forget
the idea is that you send LESS Christmas Cards and by donating what you
save we can help MORE needy people and projects. Please be as
generous as you can.
ADVENT - The New Testament identifies Jesus
as the expected Jewish Messiah, although Jesus
was not the Messiah most Jews at the time
expected, a warrior who would forcibly overthrow the Romans. The gospel writers are clear
that Jesus did not come to establish an earthly
kingdom, or deliver the Jewish people from the
Romans, but rather he proclaimed a heavenly
kingdom available to Jew and Gentile alike.

TAKE TIME TO REST AND SHARPEN

‘Come with me…to a quiet place and get some rest.’ Mark 6:31

A competition was held between two men to see who could chop down
the most trees in a single day. One man was older and more experienced, while the other was younger and less experienced. And that’s
where the difference showed up. The younger man spent eight hours
chopping down trees, and at the end of the day he had a total of twenty
-five. Believing the older man lacked stamina and youth, he sat down,
fully confident he would win. Meanwhile the older man, who had taken
a ten-minute break each hour, ended his day by chopping down forty
trees. In shock the younger man asked, ‘How is this possible, old man? I
didn’t stop. You stopped every
hour for ten minutes and yet you
chopped down almost twice as
many trees as I did.’ The older man
replied, ‘Every hour I sat down for
ten minutes and did two things.
First, I took time to rest and recharge my batteries. Second, I took
time to sharpen my axe. Yes, you
were working hard but you were
working with a dull axe.’ There’s an important lesson here for you. In
order to succeed at what God has called you to do in life, you must always do these two things: 1) Make time for rest and renewal. You cannot always be giving out; you must also stop and take in. That’s where
prayer and Bible reading come in: they restore what life depletes.
2) Stay sharp. When your axe is dull it requires more energy and produces fewer results. So take time to rest and sharpen.
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