20th APRIL—SERVICES:

HOLY COMMUNION 10am and 6pm
FAMILY PRAISE 11:30am
Holy Week was very special at St Andrew’s again this year.
Bishop Paul was thankful for all the support during the
7:30am and 4:30pm prayer times. We studied some of the
characters that were touched by Jesus or had a very significant impact on the Easter story. We looked at the lives of
Nicodemus, the disciple John, Mary Magdalene, Judas Iscariot and finally Peter, the Rock. The study notes Bishop Paul
produced are available if you would like a set. Maundy
Thursday Evening Holy Communion service saw a good
number attending along with a few visitors from Margaret
Road Methodist Church including their Minister, the Revd
Ray Goode. Mark spoke very well, reminding us of the importance of servant hood and urged everyone to wash each
others feet, just as Jesus did. Our Good Friday service at
11am was a moving reflection on the events of this special
day. We sang the traditional ‘There is a Green Hill Far Away’
hymn and some more modern ones, like ‘Come and See’ - a
must for Good Friday. Bishop Paul looked into the significance of Jesus’ last words from John’s Gospel ‘It is finished’
and urged everyone to finish the tasks that we had promised to do at our Confirmation. We read from Matthew’s
gospel the events around Good Friday. We had also practised saying the words of Jesus, ‘Eli, Eli, Lema sabachthani’
which means ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?’ The verse fell appropriately for Ernie to say and we all
joined in with the words. Our very own Green Hill was created on the corner plot of land. This may be the last year it
is seen in such a way as we hope to have the land finalised

and a new wall built
by this time next
year. Mark, Margaret, Dan and Bishop
Paul ventured to the
Methodists on Good
Friday
afternoon
and we were made
very welcome.
Bishop Paul led the
evening Good Friday
worship at St Jude’s
Church. Along with
the faithful few
members of the
congregation were Colin, Doris,
Daniel and Margaret. May you
have a wonderful Easter Sunday
as you celebrate with us the
resurrection of the Saviour of
the World. God bless.
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SUNDAY SERVICES

10am ~ Morning Service
11:30am ~ Family Praise
6pm ~ Evening Prayer
Holy Communion 1st am & 3rd pm Services

Mid-week activities:

 MONDAYS 10am to 1pm
 TUESDAYS
9:30am

10am to 1pm
7:00pm
 WEDNESDAYS 7:30am
12:30pm
2:00pm
7:00pm
 THURSDAYS 11:00am
11:00
10am to 1pm
 SATURDAYS 10:00am

Coffee & Chat
BWS Ladies Group
Bishop in Denom. Office
Bible Study
Prayer Group
Luncheon Club
Friendship Club
Youth Club
Holy Communion
Bishop in Denom. Office
Saturday Workshop

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

This will be held on Thursday 29th May at 7pm.

LESSONS LOG
EASTER SUNDAY
20th April—Matthew 28:1-10 or Mark 16:1-8 or
Luke 24:1-12; Romans 6:3-11
am and pm L-Readers, P-Bishop
27th April—Psalm 16; Acts 2:14a, 22-32
1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31
4th May—Psalm 116:1-4,12-19; Acts 2:14a, 36-41
1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35

NEW CONFIRMATION CLASSES

These will begin after Easter, so if you are interested,
please speak to Bishop Paul as soon as possible.

WEEKLY PRAYER UPDATE

 Lord, we pray for Pamela, Chrissie, and great grandson Finley.
 Lord, we put the following friends and congregation into your
hands: Mary, Julie, Jean, Hilary, Pam and Elizabeth.

 We bring Betty & Colin before you, Lord. Keep her safe.
 Lord, thank you Arline is much better. Lord, may she continue to
gain strength in you.

 Please pray for Iris and Alan. Pray the family will cope with Alan’s
deteriorating health.

 Pray for Pat with the loss of her friend Dot and Margaret who we
haven’t seen for some time now.

 Thank you, Lord, Dan’s Nan, Dot, is much better. May it continue.
 Pray for Audrey who finds her mobility an increasing problem.
 Lord, we pray for Carole who has had a brain operation. She
seems to be getting a little better, but still gets a little confused.

 Continue to put Mike in your prayers. Pray his diverticulitis is better controlled.

 Lord, we pray for Sylvia. She moved onto Winehala Court a week
last Friday. Pray she and the cat, (Marmalade) settle in soon.

 Pray for Doris who continues to suffer with her sciatica. But thank
you, Lord, it is much better than it was and mostly under control.

 Remember too Doris (who sits with Sheila) who has had a spell in
hospital. She is feeling a little better, but a little unsteady.

 Pray for morning service Ron, who has had a slight stroke. Give
thanks he was able to come to lunch on Wednesday.

 Thank you, Lord, for Nigel and Readers Colin, Paul and Mark who
look after all the services, while Bishop Paul visits other churches.
Pray for them as they continue to work on their Deacons papers.

 Pray for Jean’s husband, Al as he begins his treatment for cancer.
Lord, help Jean to cope. It was lovely to see her on Thursday.

 Give thanks that Doreen is getting better. Pray also for Jimmy’s






family in the Ukraine with the present difficulties this country is
facing. Pray his family is kept safe.
Pray for Steph, Lucy’s carer, as she is now half way through her
treatment of Chemotherapy. Her sessions are every three weeks.
How lovely to she her and Lucy and her mom and dad at our
Luncheon Club again last Wednesday.
Lord, we pray for Margaret Phipps who is very poorly.
Remember Mary & Les in your prayers as they have both been
unwell recently and unable to attend church.
Pray for wife Janet and the family of Victor George Hopkins—
known as ‘Graham’. It was lovely to see them in church last Sunday evening.
Pray for morning service, Mary who has had a cataract operation.

EASTER GREETINGS

The story of Easter has been portrayed in various ways on the movie
screen, from Mel Gibson’s The Passion to references in the Monty Python classic, The Life of Brian. Versions of the story have been expressed
in music from Handel’s Messiah, through to Godspell and Jesus Christ
Superstar. On a Friday afternoon, after we had stripped Him of His dignity; after His friends had forsaken Him; after the soldiers had spat upon
Him and whipped Him; after the trial, when everything was done according to the law; we dragged Him up a hill, nailed His hands and feet,
and executed Him. And as He hung there bleeding to death, He looked
down at us, and He cried
out: “Father, forgive”.
The beautiful mystery of
Easter is the final act of
God expressing His love
for us and Jesus establishing the pattern of
eternal life through His
suffering and dying on
the cross. But the Easter
event does not end with
a death, it goes on to
celebrate the ultimate triumph of life over death and good over evil
through Jesus’ resurrection. When we attach our lives to His, He enables
us to rise above the worst of human ‘nature’ and be people of love,
compassion, mercy, justice and hope. Who knows exactly what happened at the tomb on that Easter Sunday? We have a number of accounts from the early church’s narratives. What we do know is that
people were transformed — their fears dissolved, their courage grew,
they gave up everything to follow this Risen Christ. As we celebrate this
time of year with public holidays, chocolate bunnies, eggs, gifts etc
which are all really nice, the true celebration of Easter is wrapped up in
the message of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is an ancient story full
of meaning. But it is more than that, for on Easter Day Christians proclaim, “Christ is risen!”. If this all sounds too wild to be true or relevant,
don’t take my word for it — check it out for yourself. Take time to look
at the life, death and resurrection of the man who changed human history, and continues to transform individuals, families, and communities.
You might be surprised!

This is Andy from Thomas Ely’s
Steph won the raffle for the box
who was a great help at Luncheon of Milk Tray. Doesn’t she look
club last Wednesday.
fantastically well! Thanks, Lord!

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
BENTLEY
WEEKLY
NEWS & PRAYER SHEET

EASTER SUNDAY

COFFEE & CHAT

St Andrew’s

The Coffee & Chat Shop will be
open for business as usual tomorrow and every Monday.
JOIN US THIS MONDAY AS IT IS
THE COFFEE AND CHAT’S 2nd
ANNIVERSARY SINCE MOVING
FROM THE POLICE SHOP.

Open

Come and enjoy a chat and a
specialised coffee or the best
Bishop’s Brew in Bentley! Toast
is always available.
You will be made very welcome.
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